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Get ready for aromas 
of bananas, orange groves 

That putrid odor that has oc­
casionally lingered over Altona 
this summer - it stems from the 
sewer lagoon east of town - may 
soon give way to aromas of 
orange blossoms and banana 
groves . 

That is , I f the "l agoon 
deodorizer ·· a salesman has 
offered the town smells as good 
as it sounds 

Bill Loewen, town superinten­
dent, told council Tuesday that 
he 'd been visited by a salesman 
oCfering the deodorant. 

Council t tu a man ) asked Mr . 
Loewen lo follow up the offer as 
soon as possible, and check out 
lhe cosl of sucb smell substitu­
twn 

"Le t ', try >l ·, said one alder ­
man. " Who know· with the smell 
of bananas all over town peopl! 
may soon be clamonng to live in 
Altona . 

T1u sl control for village streets 
wa s the co ncern - of tw o 
delegat,oos that attended the 
regu:a, nw•·lI111; uf cou n~Ji of the 
rural mt:1,1:.."•· .. !.~y v ~ Rhtneland 
hPld nn Tuesday, June 10. 

In al l , a total o f seve n 
delega tions an~nded the after­
"""" s~s~ Ion of the RM's meeting 
h P I tn 11,;;: Allf'Jna co un cil 
chamhers . 

W1ll Iam P,,ll • ' 1emens and 
i' ' te W1t•l1•1 ,1ppe,1 red be fore 
council \1,/lll 1 th, fu ll inlenlIon of 
laying ~ 11r, th_,,.1,,·n on rounctl 's 
tabl e- .ind 1,,r·p1\· 1n , assurance 
th.it du,1 C"1.:1r1,1 trt•atme nt fo r 
lilt \ 1lla~r .i ! l{ust·nort Sou lh 
, Lr,. , .. , v.n1dd 1,, prCJ<'C't'dr·d w1Lh 

C t1lJr\n I h, :,1,·1 ·Vl r, wa!'I In no 
11H,11d 11; ,, I ,j f,I t l N tcnt. and fel t 
1h;11 11 ~ti, ndd h , p, nC'e:cd,,d with 

on In<' I (jfl(llliL•ll lrldt .'..l ~r;:im -1n­
a1 d for the wnrk w3s approved 

A!)PI\ I ur <~ra11r 

CLJ u111 ·11lrtt ~ John l!: \V 1e lr r and 
A.be, J h 'll"'" rnr,ved c111d second• 
e d ;1 r t , 1> I t 1 Cl n 1. hat l he 
rnun11·q1,il1I\ 111,1k appl1ra 110n to 
the h1gh11,,:,, departmen t lo 
pt ov1d<· .t "- rc1n t 1n •d 1d for 
~rav t•ll1n~ ii $4110 t,nd for l1qu1d 
e ,JlcH111 tlu,1 t1t>;1tmci,tt of $1 ,· 
200 1u1 ,r 1d 111 li.1,1~ for a total of 

" :cllo,v111g 
II r'II\ 1,' ~·Hi lllt' t·.i",l l.11.JUndan 

Lack of proper garbage dis­
posal at some Altona business 
places was brought to council 's 
attention Tuesday. Apparently 
garbage had been placed outside 
in cardboard boxes and rain had 
disintegrated them, spilling the 
contents around. The offenders 
will be notified. It was stressed 
that garbage conla10ers should 
be durable. 

Blockage of traffic nows by 
trucks unloading at street en­
trances of business places was 
also in for some cr iticism 

It was decided that truckers or 
business places should provide 
rlagmen to direct traffic around 
parked trucks when they are un­
loadrng in traffic areas Most 
places have load,ng areas in 
lanes or at side entrances, bu t a 
few must be serviced from the 
front entrance It will become 
the responsibility of the bus10ess 
tak,ng delivery lo provide needed 
sa fety precautrnns. 

··~ I--·1r~11 
If no grant-in-a id 1s involved as 

in th case of Blumenort , it 
means that v1lla ee residents 
must pay 75 per cent, somewhere 
in the ne, hbourhood of $700 . 

Rhrneland councillors also 
passed a resolution granting $50 
to the vlllage o f Reinla nd 
towards the cos t or its cen tennial 
cele bra11on The village will 
commemorate th e We s t 
Reserve 's 100th anniversary on 
July 18- 20 

In d vote of 4 l council also 
pa ssed a resolution authorizing 
th issuance of an occasional per ­
mit for the sa le of beer and llquor 
in tl1<· nM or Rhmeland ,n 1975 

·' Dr~ . pots" 
The resolut ion ca rn e as a result 

of a law amendments com­
mill approval of issuing such 
pE-rmI Is for \o<·rn\ Pvenls in thos 
rnurnc,pal, ues where ther are 
" <lry " spots m the province 
Rhineland " sul'h a " dry " spot 
srncc no referendum for the sa le 
of l ,quor m the mum ,pal n v has 
heen passpd • 

Wnh thr approva I ,, f the coun 
c1l of Rh,neland the Government 
Liquor Contrul Comm,ss,on w,11 
now be able to issue llquor per­
mits In lhe mun 1c1pal 1ty for 
soc ial evems 

(\)um J Jl3t; p<c1s s~ d LI r t.sub 
t11rn rt:oue~llllk! Lht Manitoba 

RIVER 
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Altona , Man. 

Three of the four members o l the Plonte1arlcm lnvestlgo tln,, 1cnn nn• ,ho" n disrussrng fin­
ding! Al the mys tery spo t RI Hnlbstadt In photo 81 left. from left lo r l~ht ",r r ,•leet, onlc enrtneer Er­
ntt.· Speelman, F:d Barker , who h a.d t!d lh1 l N Hn or In\ es ti gs tor , nnd JJ 11111111(.IItpner nci rt·co r rlrr 

UFO or hoax at Halbstadt? 
----· -- -------- ---------

tra ge 
RY OAVIU PENNER 

Has" l ' FU I I n,d~nt>he<l F'l v­
>ng ObJcct touched down at 
Halbsladl and left i ts markings 
'':' a hre, f1 rld owned by Elmer 
Fnest'n Or ,s lhr whcle affa ,ra 
hoa x lttdt h;I'• t•, t•rvboch In the 
.. :· ~ ..• ~- :! ... :.; ' 

Tc,lk llil.'rt· l t:I l.d111h Ila~ l.ieen 

Here's h<I\\ ll1t· llalbstadt Uf'O 
slorv untold, ·d ,1nd wlta t s known 
l O d3!e 

A nw~ tr>1 ir.u~ µa tch of dying 
su c:ar ·he-et '- wa s discovered 
r~ccntll bv I:.lme, Friesen of 
H.1 lb~laut· 111 .1n u1htn11t·i e 
\:.; .~·10 1:· 11 t~· • ·:· :i,•'d .f Ut:~t:: 

l r Fr·1t'sen so\·s there was ab· 

Al<- l]ud k111 , the ~lanttoba 
.. ugJr Lo representdUl'e ior th 
, rcJ tole the L,-i,,, 'h3t although 

,\ th , t.:,· maridng, \\ere d1ff1cult 
• J •·•pb,n he , ,ns1dered the 
:·r~: 1,, have bt.·en struck t.,y light-

"'": r 
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from p r Z18 to the east boundary 
of Lot 24 , Plan 555 1 rosenor t 
South) 

The preambl~ to the resolution 
noted that the hamlet of 
Rosenorl South wishes to apply 
gravel and dust treatment on 
thetr village ~treet in 1975 

A second delegation consisting 
o[ John Klassen , Pele 
Hildebrandt and Jacob Falk 
attended concerning dust treat­
ment of the village road in 
Blumenorl. 

By a narrow majority vote of 3-
2, council passed a resolution set­
ting a general policy whereby the 
fl M will con r1bute 25 per cent 
,,r the cost toward appllcation o[ 
,·alcium chloride on village 
<tree ts 

No blank cheques 

tion requesting the Manitoba 
Health Services Commission to 
make a per capita grant !or the 
ambulance service in Altona and 
Winkler. The hre brigades in 
both or the towns had approached 
Rhineland council with a request 
!or this assistance 

It was noted by resolution tha l 
both Altona and Rhineland have 
agreed there be no financial 
settlement o[ assets and 
liab11it1es in the aMexation of 
hal[ a section of land along the 
north side of the town of Altona. 
The aMexation of the land from 
Rhineland to Altona took place 
January I. 1975 Both 
municipalities have agreed since 
then that no award be made in 
connection with the annexauon. 

Talk there certainly has been, 
and in an effort to obtain some 
scientifically reliable informa­
tion The Echo contacted_ the 
planetarium al the Mamtoba 
Museum of Man and ature in 
Winnipeg .. 

A four-man cre w consisting of 
Ed Barker. Hans Osted, Ti_bor 
Bodi and Ernie peelman v1stted 
the Halbstadl site Wednesday , 
July 9, and conducted extensive 
scientific studv ol the area 

(Several persons who . at one 
point were said to have sighted a 
UFO, and given chase in vehicle, 
have told The Echo they are not 
certain of what they saw. 1t may 
well have been a star. one ol 
them aid I 

Council wants trustees 
ni::.n 
t' ■- ■ I 

A motton endorsmg the concept 
of a centre fo;- ~he performing 
arts in any new Jun 111, high school 
complex built in Altona received 
the support of Altona town coun­
cil Tuesday 

It was the consensus of council 
however that 1t was the respon­
sibility of the Hhrneland school 
board to do the plannmg (as 

DEBOIF. ABRAM 
" un Valley Co-op 
LAL'RIE 8 HR 

Altona Chamber of ommerce 

Ir JI ■ 
hinh 
I I I~ I I 

elected offtc1al of the school 
division ). 

Before any f10ancial commit­
ment from the town was made 
over and above the ratepayers' 
tax participation as residents of 
the division , council would want 
to see some a rchitectura I 
sketches and close cost es­
timates 

GWEN CLIBBERY 
Altooa Frelghtways 

JOAN DYCK 
D. W. Friesen & ons Ltd. 

Councillor ~oe j Thiessen 
summed 1t up with the comment 
that : " We aren ' t about to hand 
out any blank cheques." I t was 
agreed that council would like to 
participate , but that the major 
task was up to lhe trustees in 
whose Junsd1ct1on school plan­
mng falls 

con l10ued on page 2 A 

Mr. ~ riesen say there was ab­
solutely no ind1catton whateve 
that beets 1n this particular are; 
were unhealthy belore his dis­
covery and there are no in. 
dicallons on any other part of the 
lield of such d;;rnage . 

Friesen made the discovery on 
June 25 while cultivati ng the 
lield. He noticed an area about 30 
(eel ac_ross where all the beets 
were w1thenng . On closer inspec­
tion of the spot he noticed three 
peculiar markrngs in the shape or 
a triangle indi cat ing the 
presence , at one time, or a 
tripod-like d vice 

Friesen aid all the beets in the 
area died withm a day or two of 
the discovery 

Oval patch 
Each of the three markings 

were exactly in the m iddle of a 
row of beets and measured 17 in­
ches across and 3 inches deep 
with evidence of a probe or a 
deeper mal i<illK ill l it~ middle. 
The patch of dead beets was ova l 
in shape. bemg 30 leet across at 
the narrowe t !> mt and 39 feet at 
the widest point. A secondary 
ar a o( dearl t,Pt> was evident 
j ust outside of and to the west of 
~he o;·al pa~ ... ~ 

Due lo the locat,on of the patch 
on the field Mi Fr ies n com~ 
oieteiy discounted chemical kill 
because the spot was at the edg~ 
and toward the middle of lhe 
field and there was no indica tion 
of damage anywhere else on the 
lie ld , not even on the edges. Ac­
cording to farmers in the area, 
no farm machinery 1s capable of 
making the kmd of marks that 
exist on th F'riesen field . 

Altona Credit Union 
VIVIA F RIE EN 
RM or Rhineland 

een te.., ants vyin 0 

BARBARA TOESZ 
West Pork Motor 

D,IW, THOMP ON 
Rhrneland ar 

Co 1 Robinson Stores 

When the Manitoba SunOower 
Festival rolls around on Friday 
and Saturday, July 25 and 26, one 
of the highl ights of the annual 
event in Altona will be the crown­
ing of Mjss Manitoba Sunllower 
Queen for the new year 

This year the event promises to 
be even more suspenseful than in' 
the past. Speculators'and judges 
will con tend with 14 contestant 
Two were undecided al press 
time. 

Choosing the queen and her two 
pnncesses lh1s year will be 
former Wmmpeg 3lue Bomber 
quarcerback Don Jonas and his 
wife Rosemary, as well as two 
broadca ters - Barbara Mills 
and Alice Poy er , both 
associated with lhe Canadian 
Broadcastmg Corpora tion 

The Judges and que n ca n­
didate will JOJO in a supper of 
Mennonite food and several other 
act1v1l1es The Judges will ,_nter-

view each contestant, as well as 
observe hrr at the parades. 

Friday afternoon at 3 p.m. the 
queen contestants will take 
charge of the information booth 
in the Altona Mall. where they 
will dispense information about 
events. food and shelter 

~- •.urday they will be busy with 
the judges. and in the evening 
they will b on stage at the arena. 
where Miss Sunflower Queen o[ 
l974 . Jean Z chanas. will crown 

\Vin- · H .. 1~@ was nollllCtl ot tne 
alhstadt occurcr..:c ,in they 

~ nt out an 1nvcstlgat11111 uni t to 
1/ l the area The team of four 
W Vestigators arrived J t the spot 

ednesrtay afternoon equipped 
10 do a complete evoluation, in­
C\Udlng plant and soil samples , 
P as~r casts of the markmgs , 
rneasurements and rad1auon 
tests of the area Mr . Friesen 
Was Interviewed on all 
details and all aspects of the spot 
Were recorded on tape as well as 
Paper, 

On a quick evaluauon of the 
Halbstadt ite both Ernie 
Speelman and Ed Barker of the 
P_lanetanum taff completely 
d1Scount, d the theory that hght­
ning had struck the spot. Accor­
ding to ~peelman the group has 
mvesligated numerous lightning 
Strikes and there was absolu tely 
no similar i ty Speelman . the 
e_lectron1r engineer. stated _that if 
hghtninb had struck the 011 type 
of the fidd would have esulted 
m severe rnnnelhng by the bolt of 
lightnio1 . 

o radiation 
Although the crew found no 

evidenc,, of rad1at1on in the area 
Speelman was careful to state 
that a m•c loiiJ;ii6 should ~o~ be 
discounted Harker said he and 
Speelman haG bcrn invol·..-ed in 
checking ti,c Carman area ful' 
radiation ;,nd IPvels had been 
high enough tu cause illness lo 
people who might remain on the 
spot for several days. Mr. Barker 
also slated thal the UFO had eot 
actually landed in Carman but 
had merely hovered over the spot 
where !ugh levels of radiation 
were foJnd . 

MARILYN HEfDE 
FAM 

DARLENE HILDEBRANT 
Penner Foods 

her successor and the two 
princesses for 1975. 

The 1975 Sunflower Queen will 
be escorted on a four-dav all­
expenses-pai<l trip to Tcir~nto 
Her chaperone . provided by 
Trellan . the sponsorin com­
pany . will lake her to many 
places or interest including On­
tario 1'1!1ce, the Ca nadian 
National Exh1b1tion and . iagara 

E 
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The tnpod markings on the 
Halbstadt beet patch were of par­
ticular interest to Barker 
b cause each mark was exactly 
on the center of a dillerent row of 
beets, two marks being 88 inches 
apart and the other 98 inches 
from each of the other two. 
Speelman fell that if the 
m~rk:ngs had been mace when 
the earth was dry , a tremendous 
amount of weight would have 
been necessary to cause such in­
dentations 

Barker said tripod markings 
had been d iscovere d in 
Charleswood several years ago 
a long with numerous small foot­
prints , sightings had also been 
made at this time. Often in cases 

DE BBIE KLIPPE TE I 
H. Martel ons Ltd. 

IARTHA CHMIDT 
McLeod's tore 

Falls . A gift of $100 will be hers 
to spend on a shopping spree in 
Toronto. 

The organizers of the 
Sunflower Queen Contest ex­
pressed pleasure with the 
" positive response " from the dis­
trict in regard to sponsoring can­
didates . They were also en­
couraged to ftnd so many con­
testants willing to support the 
Festival with their participaUon. 

N 

like this, security has bi?en verJ 
tight and all evidence 1s 
destroyed after government 
researchers are finished and 
organizations like the 
planetarium aren't allowed to 
research the spot 

Bar!-:~r said often ev1de!!ce of 2 
sighting or a strange spot 
somewhere was "flimsy" but he 
said people know ;,ha; they sec 

Juvenile 

judges too 

lenient? 
Altona couocil expressed cor,­

cern with the way juvenile 
offenders are handled who are in 
violation of the town's anti-noise 
by-law. 

A police report for the months 
of May and Juoe showed five 
juveniles apprehended and 
charged in this connection. The 
report staled that all had 
appeared before juvenile court 
and been reprimanded. 

Four adults charged on the 
same count before the Justice of 
the Peace had been lined. 

Police Commission Chairman 
Abe Dueck said most of the 
offences were by repeaters who 
had a !ready been reprimanded 
for a similar offence In the past. 

Mayor D. K. Fnese.n asked 
Commissioner Dueck for some 
details. He said he wnuld contact 
'the attorney-general's depart­
ment in an attempt to get 
juvenile judge hearing these 
cases to tnke a much stronger 
Stllnd 

It was noted that =idents 
aware of anti-noise offences 
shoul,I be noufylng police so that 
action can be taken. 

and ,bcu!1 con=t organizations 
like ~ to have such lllfonna­
uon checked. 

Bas sttA UFOs 
Barker b.irnsell bas seen UFOs 

at close range and bas studied 
areas whll!re Urudeou.ti.ed Flying 
ObJecl5 have l.inded and is con­
nnced I.hat interplanetary travel 
and ~rdl L~ ~ing conducted 
by bei::gs != c.::.er S?~ T!:e 
numerous sightings from arouoo 
the world (and most recently at 
Carman I seem to support such a 
theory. 

The Halbsladt spot ~ puzzl­
ing aod couldn' t be writ~n off as 
a freak of ~ ture. he sax!. The 
area wtll be studied over lbe next 
several year.a for any peculiar 
gTOWlng patterns or even stenli­
ty wllicb could add more iofuc­
mauon about tbe occu .. -ence. 

Barker claims I.hat lbe UFO 
landing in the Whiteshell a 

. number of years ago wbicb 
resulted i11 severe radiatioo bur­
ning of the immi~te surroun­
dings and of the man who made 
the sighting and was at the spot 
at that time has affected the 
tnes i11 the area to tlus day, 
almost ten ~ars later. 

Few sucb explicit landings 
b.1. ve OC'Cl1I'ed but Barker er,­
courages anyone who sights 
UFOs or hn.:15 mysterious areas 
like the Halbstadt one to contact 
him al the Planetariwn lD Win­
llipeg. 

WEATHER 
PLUM COULEE 

H L Pr. 
July 7 ...................... 29 18 
July 8 .......... ............ 23 II .01 
July9 ........ .............. 22 U 
July 10 .................... 22 6 .II 
July II .................... 21 10 
July t2 .... ............... 2S 9 
July 13 ................. .. 31 14 
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